2026 Issue No. 1

oF WOMEN'S CLUBS
OKLAHOMA

GFWC-OK OFFICERS
2024- 2026

www.gfwc-ok.org

Charlene Ridgway, President
ladycharlene62 @hotmail.com
580-920-5505

Monica Bartling, President-Elect
monicalbartling@gmail.com
918-688-2063

Sharon Robinson, Vice President
srobinsonok@gmail.com
580-920-6677

Lisa Adkins, Secretary
adkint75@gmail.com
580-313-0150

Betty Clay, Treasurer
bclay2020@gmail.com
580-920-6878

February 2026

GFWC-OKLAHOMA
NEWS
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GFWC-OKLAHOMA
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2026 GFWC Oklahoma Convention
April 24-25
Renaissance Waterford Hotel
Oklahoma City, OK

2026 GFWC Annual Convention
June 25-29
Westin Kierland Resort & Spa
Scottsdale, AZ

Our 127" GFWC-OK Convention is scheduled for April 24-25. We will be
staying at the Renaissance Waterford Hotel in Oklahoma City near Penn
Square Mall. Registration is now open. Call Deborah at 405-858-2413 to
book your room. Click to Book your group rate for GFWC-OK 127th

Annual St Conf. Early Registration will place your name in a drawing for a
FREE one-night ($136) stay during convention. Early Registration ends
April 6. Tonya Ettner won last year. Saturday complimentary breakfast
in the restaurant for those who have a guest room. FREE Self-

Parking next to hotel.
@ GEWC
‘ GENERAL FEDERATION

» OF WOMEN'S CLUBS



https://app.marriott.com/reslink?id=1771541550083&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://app.marriott.com/reslink?id=1771541550083&key=GRP&app=resvlink
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2026-2027 Club Yearbook
Dates

International Day of Service
September 26, 2026

f -
South Central Region Conference J‘

e

Oct 30-Nov 1 (Mesa, AZ)

GFWC Federation Day 3
April 24, 2027 i’

2027 Annual Convention
June 25-28 (Charlotte, NC)

Madame President Pays Her Respects
at the Gravesite of GFWC'’s Federation GFWC-OK Executive Officers are pleased to announce
founder Jane Cunningham Croly that GFWC International First Vice President Jolie
(1828-1901) Frankfurth (Tampa, FL) will be attending our 127t

GFWC-OK Annual State Convention in Oklahoma City
on April 24-25. First Vice President Frankfurth will bring
a brief GFWC welcome and will be presenting a program
on “Connecting GFWC to Communities” during our

general business meeting. Jolie is a dynamic speaker.
Please make plans to attend our convention to welcome
her.

Pre-convention tour and activity fun, fellowship, and
lunch will begin early Friday. Board of Directors meeting
will be held after pre-convention fun. Board of Directors
meeting will be held after pre-convention fun. Our
GFWC-OK Convention Celebration Banquet begins at 6
PM. Look for the Call to Convention late March.

In this quiet moment words were softly spoken by
International President Brazil to the woman who
sparked the founding of GFWC.
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Edouarddelaboulaye

In 2026, the United States will mark two
significant anniversaries: the 25th anniversary
of the September 11 attacks and the 250th
anniversary of its founding when the
Declaration of Independence was signed. As
people reflect on these dates, emotional
memories intertwine with national pride.

The Statue of Liberty was officially dedicated
on October 28, 1886. In 1865, Edouard de
Laboulaye, a French political intellectual and
activist, proposed gifting the United States with
a statue honoring the centennial of America’s
independence, the abolition of slavery, and the
long-standing friendship between the two
nations.

French sculptor Auguste Bartholdi supported
Laboulaye’s idea, and in 1870 began designing
the globally recognized statue,

“Liberty Enlightening the World.”

The Statue’s torch is a symbol of
enlightenment, lighting the way to freedom and

showing us the path to Liberty.
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HAPPY 250 BIRTHDAY AMERICA
! love July 4th. Not just because of the
fireworks, barbecue and excitement that
Independence Day brings. | love it because

it's a holiday that celebrates the greatest gift

to humanity... freedom. Rt
* ]:r['edmn »*
= ‘2’5 O ¥

DID YOU KNOW? * o *

July 4, 2026, will mark 250 years since the
Second Continental Congress adopted the
Declaration of Independence. Founding
Father and second President John
Adams expected it would be celebrated on
July 2—the day delegates voted to break
from Great Britain—but the idea didn't
catch on. The Declaration of Independence
may have been finalized and approved on
July 4, 1776, but it wasn’t until Aug. 2 that
most of the delegates traveled to
Philadelphia to sign it.

The first Independence Day celebration
took place on the one-year anniversary in
1777. On the Fourth of July, observances
didn’t become commonplace until after the
War of 1812. By the 1870s, July 4 was the

“most important secular holiday on the
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calendar,” according to thelLibrary of
Congress. uUs Congress declared
Independence Day an unpaidfederal holiday
on June 28, 1870, then adjusted it to a paid
federal holiday in 1938.

Since July 4,1776, the US has grown from
13 colonies with 2.5 million people to 50
states and 14 territories with over 342
million people connected by roughly 5,000
airports, 4 million miles of roads, 140,000
miles of train tracks, and 5.5 million miles of
power lines. The economy has prospered to
nearly $30T. Public health advances
have dwindled the child mortality rate to
under 1%, and Americans live over three
decades longer on average. Meanwhile,
homegrown scientific achievements have
delivered everything from the light bulb and
modern flight to the internet and air
conditioning. We've also sentover 300
citizen astronauts to space—the most of
any country. An American infant was
successfully treated with a novel gene-
editing technique, computers are becoming
exponentially faster problem solvers, and
the James Webb Telescope photographed
its first new planet.

America’s story is still unfolding, with new
milestones to reach and new challenges to
overcome. July 4, 2026, will once again invite
us to reflect on our progress. GFWC-OK

encourages clubs to organize or partner with

another organization in planning an

Independence Day 2026 event for your

community and send us photos for the
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newsletter/website. Challenge your friends
and family to some patriotic trivia. Click the

link. Source: 1440 News

Visiting Washington D.C.?

Hotel Discount Across from

Headquarters

Enjoy discounted stays at the Courtyard
Marriott Dupont Circle in Washington, D.C.
(Photo below) Located directly across the
street from GFWC Headquarters (photo on
left), reserve your room at a discounted rate
and explore the historic Dupont Circle
neighborhood. If you would like to take a tour
of our historic GFWC Headquarters while you
are in town, please let headquarters know at

www.gfwc.org/tour-requests You do not have

to visit headquarters to use this hotel

discounted rate.



https://link.join1440.com/click/40533984.440889/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmQuY29tL2xpc3QvdGhpbmdzLXlvdS1kaWRudC1rbm93LWFib3V0LWluZGVwZW5kZW5jZS1kYXkvP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9am9pbjE0NDAmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fcGxhY2VtZW50PW5ld3NsZXR0ZXImdXNlcl9pZD02NmM0YmM1ODVkNzg2NDRiM2E5NzhiODY/66c4bc585d78644b3a978b86Bea705208
http://www.gfwc.org/tour-requests
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We are building the first
monument on the National
Mall dedicated to American

Women's History.

monumental fabric of the National Mall?”

That is the question the 116th Congress
answered when, in celebration of the
centennial of the 19th Amendment, bipartisan
leaders in Congress unanimously passed a
historic bill establishing the Women’s Suffrage
National Monument signed by President
Trump on December 17, 2020, charging the
Women’s Suffrage National Monument
Foundation with building a monument in
Washington, D.C. dedicated to the great
women of American history.

A second bill was required to secure a
prominent location for the monument on the
National Mall. And once again, congressional
leaders from both sides of the aisle came
together in overwhelming support of the

Women’s Suffrage National Monument,
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passing a bill in the final hours of the 118th
Congress that cleared the way for the Women'’s
Suffrage National Monument to be built on the
National Mall. President Biden signed on
January 4, 2025. On December 4, 2025, the
Foundation received final and unanimous
approval from the National Capital Planning
Commission (NCPC) for a permanent two-and-
a-half-acre site on the National Mall in
Constitution Gardens. The exact location—at
the intersection of 19th Street and
Constitution Avenue NW—-where the Women's
Suffrage National Monument will stand on the
National Mall, securing its presence among
America’'s greatest civic tributes. Clever
location, don’t you agree? We are now in phase
4 of 7... fundraising. The next phases will then
follow: 5) 2026 nationwide call to design the
monument, 6) bring design to life, and 7) unveil

the monument.

Siirtp-sirth) Congress of the Fnited States of Imerica;
At the First Session,

Dogun and bebd at the City of Wesdingten cn Menday, the sineteenth day of May,
e sine husded and siectoer

JOINT RESOLUTION

Projosing an smendment Lo he Constitution extending the right of sullesge
to women

Fasolead iy the Seaate and Hows of Bepresentotioes of the Unitd States
of Awserion in Congrons sasembled (tio-thints of sech Hew in

That the folilswing article i progosd se an smewduen
which sball bo valld (6 all Iutents el purpsses s part of the (
mutified by (he legiclaturcs of thrie-fourths of the myen] Stukes
* Awrioie —_—
“The right of citisens of the Uni 1o vule aliall wot bo desiod o

shridged by the Usited States o by n ot aecsint of wx
“Qongres sball Bave power to cuforee this wriich by appeopriate

begisintion.""

Speaker of the House of Regresertatices

Vies Presdent of the United Stabes and
President of the Sewale.
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Book Your GFWC Convention Room Today

Attendees will be staying at the beautiful

Westin Kierland Resort & Spa, a four-star

retreat, in Scottsdale. It is a desert oasis
with premier dining, shopping, spa
facilities, and local attractions.
GFWC's Group Rate is $209 for a king or
double/double. Please note that the room
block closes on June 1 at midnight.

Reserve Hotel Room

For more information or assistance,
contact GFWC Events Manager Nishu
Raina at NRaina@GFWC.org.

Explore the NEW
& GFWC

| est. 1890

% V) GENERAL FEDERATION
o’y oF WOMEN'S CLUBS

h d

Click the Link Below
Visit the GFWC Learning Academy
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Leadership’s Role in
Creating a Plan of

Succession

Tips for succession planning include:
identifying current and future
challenges and the qualifications
needed for leaders; preparing detailed
role descriptions outlining
responsibilities; establishing timelines
for transitions; providing leadership
development opportunities for all
members to expand their
understanding of club, state, region,
and international activities;
encouraging support for newly
appointed officers; and assisting new

officers as they adapt to their roles.

Succession planning is about ensuring
our organization remains strong,
vibrant, and future-focused. When we
share responsibilities, provide
guidance, and celebrate growth, we
build a legacy of leadership that
ensures GFWC’s mission continues to

thrive for generations to come.


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F9qwj0.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F1t6Af4OiGsEag0xCMorw0LYGV2PnjJ%2FxI-LivKmPWBt&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0b2c13cf1401430591cc08de700efdb5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639071406844941068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CyD0gmW8rK1W5N4ltwMqTrOGitDSRRxkOktr7rxVm2A%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F9qwj0.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F1t6Af4OiGsF30j9clAxrAbc5srOXRN%2FMkNRSw3pqV-I&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0b2c13cf1401430591cc08de700efdb5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639071406844960095%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mLVweAsecHNKu48sefrGOESBd1iECGLGnP79GDKpxPM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nraina@gfwc.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F9qwj0.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F1t6Af4OiGsEag0xCMorw0LYGV2PnjJ%2FpGoBRj7RBkbN&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf2017b67e6a34885cd7d08de51ed821c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639038277684505233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JGz%2B%2FqXWpx0VSqn%2FQVRDhhwoasYEhZCk86V4FUe0dKw%3D&reserved=0
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DESIRE. AMBIBION. BETRAYAL.
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PREMIERES SUNDAY, MARCH 22, AT 8 PM

OET A@ MARCH 2026

GFWC-OK VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

Would anyone be interested in volunteering to
answer phones in the OKC OETA TV studio during
the OETA Live Pledge Festival Night Fundraiser?
For the first time since 2019, OETA is bringing
back Festival (Live Pledge) and they are inviting
community partners to be part of it. Great Team-
building and Public Relations opportunity and a

powerful way to support local public television!
When: May 30- June 7 (details are being sent)

Volunteer shifts include:

Dinner with the OETA team

Brief Training

Up to 3 hours answering phones
Opportunity to speak briefly on air

We may wear branded apparel
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TAKE ACTION

ADVOCACY IN ACTION > BE THE VOICE FOR THE
VOICELESS! JOIN GFWC LEGISLATIVE ACTION
CENTER ON THE WEBSITE. IT'S EASY TO JOIN AND
VERY EFFECTIVE. Receive approximately 4-5 emails a
year. Click “Take Action” and Click “Send.” You are
done! It’s that easy!

GFWC IS A NONPARTISAN ORGANIZATION. ALL GFWC
RESOLUTIONS ARE BIPARTISAN.

Kids Online Safety: GFWC joined more than 400
organizations to support the bipartisan Kids Online
Safety Bill (KOSA, S. 1748), which creates a critical
legal duty for platforms to design products that protect
minors.

Protect Children from Al Chatbots: GFWC cosigned
a letter of support for the bipartisan GUARD Act
(Guidelines for User Age-Verification and Responsible
Dialogue Act of 2025, S. 3062). The bill would ban Al
Companies from providing Al companions to minors,
and mandate that Al companions disclose their non-
human status and professional credentials for all users.
The bill also creates new crimes for companies that
knowingly make available to minors Al companions
that solicit or produce sexual content.

Online Safety: The House of Representatives
unanimously approved the Combating Online
Predators Act to criminalize sextortion, and the Senate
unanimously approved the Disrupt Explicit Forged
Images and Non-Consensual Edits (DEFIANCE) Act
which would give victims of deepfake pornography the
right to sue those who created or distributed the


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F9qwj0.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F1t6Af4OiGsGsLZxKKbLXpdrPQ9JUHd%2Fvoa8ly6c-xse&data=05%7C02%7C%7C771e7d94b10e4da3da1d08de288d79b6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638992785283370984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4EQ6Has%2BSV57R%2BTr7v0R%2FXGRt9nynaJDTukcrIp8kjI%3D&reserved=0
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images. Look for GFWC legislative alerts in support of
these bills in the coming weeks.

Sign Up for Legislative Action Center

SAVE THEDATE

END/Zoience
OKLAHOMA

DAY AT THE CAPITOL
March 25"

ROOM: 4s.9

What to Wear: Business Professional (Purple and Teal)
We are setting up some guest speakers, schedule is pending.

House of Representatives Offices: 405-521-2711
Senate Offices : 405-524-0126

GFWC-OK clubwomen are invited to set up a GFWC-
OK/MMIW table along with other women who wish
to END Violence in Oklahoma. Stephanie also
mentioned to me that we are welcome to walk/be
support as they visit with lawmakers on this day. If
you and/or any of your clubwomen are interested,
please let me know. | will email club presidents as |
receive more information.

ANNUAL REPORT

According to the 2025 Annual Oklahoma Domestic
Violence Fatality Review Board Report, the number
of domestic violence homicides has dropped by
almost a third. Oklahoma had fewer domestic
violence homicides than in any year since 2017. In
its annual report released this month, the board
reported 87 domestic violence homicide victims in
2024, representing a 29 percent drop over the
previous year. The report found 2024 marks the end
of five consecutive years with more than 100 victims

February 2026

who were killed due to domestic violence in
Oklahoma. The number of intimate partner
homicide victims fell from 50 in the previous year to
31, which is the second-lowest number recorded in
the past decade, the report states. The number of
victims killed by family members decreased from 56
to 45, the first drop in five years. Murder-suicide
victims dropped from 30 to 20, the lowest since
2018. In 2024, 16 children were killed by family or
household members compared to 21 in the previous
year, marking the lowest number since 2020, the
report states.

THANK YOU, ANADARKO PHILOMATHIC CLUB!

Thank you for inviting me to your club meeting. You are
an amazing group of active women living the
volunteer spirit!

GFWC-OK PHILOMATHIC CLUB OF ANADARKO members
Ramona Palmer, Patty Burkhead, Adra Vance, Linda
Taylor, Janey Moore, Elizabeth Stephens, Lenna White,
Anita Akin, Alexis Hood, Janna Britt, Rochelle Redbone
Arebalo. Member Photographer Pam Martin.



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F9qwj0.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F1t6Af4OiGsHn10MB7JXOA9z4BnGxhl%2FCxeKMlqZVm9n&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cb9521d3d6a004e709f7d08de758f25ce%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639077454851649586%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DmWiXqTOIJrSk0fCJhzU5eePbM7Y93%2F7rxRMiMgJcKg%3D&reserved=0
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/oag/divisions/victim-advocacy-and-services-unit/domestic-violence-fatality-review-board-annual-report/2025%20Annual%20Report_02_11_26.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/oag/divisions/victim-advocacy-and-services-unit/domestic-violence-fatality-review-board-annual-report/2025%20Annual%20Report_02_11_26.pdf
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During the 2024-2026
two-year
administration,
President Suellen Brazil
asked each state to
send a silver, gold,
white or crystal
Christmas Ornament to
be incorporated into
the Headquarters
Christmas decorations.
At the January 2026
Board of Director’s
Orientation Meeting, |
attended a reception at
Headquarters and took
this photo.

For the past couple of years, concerns about

cheating at school have dominated the conversation
around kids and Al. But artificial intelligence is
playing a much larger role in many of their lives. Al,
teens say, has become a go-to source for personal
advice, emotional support, everyday decision-making
and problem-solving. More than 70% of teens have
used Al companions and half use them regularly,
according to a new study from Common Sense
Media, a group that studies and advocates for using

screens and digital media sensibly.

The study defines Al companions as platforms
designed to serve as “digital friends.” Al or Replika,
can be customized with specific traits or personalities
and can offer emotional support, companionship and
conversations that can feel human-like. But popular
sites like ChatGPT and Claude, which mainly answer
questions, are being used in the same way, the
researchers say. As the technology rapidly gets more
sophisticated, teenagers and experts worry about Al’s
potential to redefine human relationships and
exacerbate crises of loneliness and youth mental
health. “Al is always available. It never gets bored with
you. It’s never judgmental,” says Ganesh Nair, an 18-
year-old in Arkansas. “When you're talking to Al, you
are always right. You're always interesting. You are
always emotionally justified.” In the Common Sense
Media survey, 31% of teens said their conversations

with Al companions were “as satisfying or more


https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/research/report/talk-trust-and-trade-offs_2025_web.pdf
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satisfying” than talking with real friends. Even though
half of teens said they distrust Al's advice, 33% had
discussed serious or important issues with Al instead
of real people. Those findings are worrisome, says
Michael Robb, the study’s head researcher at
Common Sense, and should send a warning to
parents, teachers and policymakers. The now-

booming and largely unregulated Al industryis

becoming as integrated with adolescence as

smartphones and social media are. Adolescence is a

critical time for developing identity, social skills and
independence, Robb said, and Al companions should

complement — not replace — real-world interactions.

“If teens are developing social skills on Al platforms
where they are constantly being validated, not being
challenged, not learning to read social cues or
understand somebody else’s perspective, they are not
going to be adequately prepared in the real world,” he
said. Al platforms can produce sexual material, give
dangerous advice and offer harmful content. The
group recommends that minors not use Al

companions.
A concerning trend to teens and adults alike

Researchers and educators worry about the cognitive
costs for youth who rely heavily on Al, especially in
their creativity, critical thinking and social skills. The
potential dangers of children forming relationships
with chatbots gained national attention last year
when a 14-year-old Florida boy died by suicide after
developing an emotional attachmentto a

Character. Al chatbot. More than 70% of teens have

used Al for companionship.
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CLUBWOMAN

GFWC EXECUTIVE THE NEW GFWE LEARNING
TEE CANDIDATES ACADENY

WE I}RE GFWC

HEROINES OF PAST & RRESENT

Ar . 4

GEWC

‘GENERAL FEDERATION
oF WOMEN'S CLUBS winter 2026 | rallawe 104 | icsue 1

Download Your Copy Today!

GFWC Contests! Information is in

the GFWC Club Manual

GFWC Writing Contest
GFWC Photography Contest
GFWC Newsletter Contest
GFWC Website Contest


https://apnews.com/article/congress-ai-provision-moratorium-states-20beeeb6967057be5fe64678f72f6ab0
https://apnews.com/article/influenced-social-media-mental-health-advice-620e277528728498c1202690d0512f85
https://apnews.com/article/influenced-social-media-mental-health-advice-620e277528728498c1202690d0512f85
https://apnews.com/article/ai-lawsuit-suicide-artificial-intelligence-free-speech-ccc77a5ff5a84bda753d2b044c83d4b6
https://apnews.com/article/ai-lawsuit-suicide-artificial-intelligence-free-speech-ccc77a5ff5a84bda753d2b044c83d4b6
https://apnews.com/article/ai-lawsuit-suicide-artificial-intelligence-free-speech-ccc77a5ff5a84bda753d2b044c83d4b6
https://link.join1440.com/click/40819134.445782/aHR0cHM6Ly9hcG5ld3MuY29tL2FydGljbGUvYWktY29tcGFuaW9uLWdlbmVyYXRpdmUtdGVlbnMtbWVudGFsLWhlYWx0aC05Y2U1OWEyYjI1MGYzYmQwMTg3YTcxN2ZmYTJhZDIxZj91dG1fc291cmNlPWpvaW4xNDQwJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3BsYWNlbWVudD1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnVzZXJfaWQ9NjZjNGJjNTg1ZDc4NjQ0YjNhOTc4Yjg2/66c4bc585d78644b3a978b86Bdcf8bcd7
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F9qwj0.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F1t6Af4OiGsE8LIklySm0q5UR7DR41F%2FD7uzhiKQbcO8&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7dd6767c975b44d8f1fd08de70c96a1d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639072207531250081%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MxV4vVdEjdM6xMdEKDW5DTp5RGa83MoS4WKZPafyR0E%3D&reserved=0
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© MEMBERSHIP

GFEWC MATTERS

of WOMEN'S CLUBS

Member Orientation

Keys to a Successful Membership Orientation Program

A strong membership orientation program helps new and current members feel informed, connected, and
motivated to engage with your club from day one! The following are key points for a successful membership
orientation program.

1. Set Clear Goals
e Introduce the club’s mission, vision, and values

e Show members the benefits and resources available

e Build a welcoming sense of community and belonging

No

. Cover the Right Content

e Overview of leadership and organizational structure
e Explanation of member benefits and perks

e C(Clear outline of member roles, responsibilities, and expectations

3. Engage your Members

e Use interactive activities (icebreakers, group discussions)
e Provide written or digital materials for easy reference

o Allow time for Questions & Answers with leaders or experienced members

4. Strengthen with Follow-Up

What good is an idea if it remains an idea?

e Share recap materials or a welcome packet

Try. Experiment. Iterate. Fail. Try Again.

e Pair new members with a mentor or buddy v = y A8
) ) ) ) Change the world—

e Host networking or social events to build connections
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Membership Benefits

By: Bette Kuboushek, GFWC Membership Committee Member

est. 1890
GENERAL FEDERATION
OF WOMEN'S CLUBS

Being a member of GFWC offers a variety of valuable benefits, which typically
fall into several key categories:

Skill Development

GFWC offers opportunities to learn new skills in leadership, communication, event planning,
time management, staff management, and problem-solving, to name a few.

Community Engagement

Our GFWC efforts strengthen our community ties, helping members better understand local
issues and take an active role in addressing needs and developing effective solutions.
Personal Growth

Our GFWC efforts strengthen our community ties, helping members better understand local
issues and take an active role in addressing needs and developing effective solutions.
Networking

GFWC connects members with like-minded individuals, expanding social and professional
networks and supporting personal and career growth.

Health Benefits

Volunteering benefits mental and physical health. Helping others and staying socially

involved can improve mood, reduce stress and depression, and promote a longer, more

fulfilling life.
Civic Responsibility
Our work leaves a positive impact, fostering civic responsibility as we collaborate with local

leaders and citizens to improve lives.

Want your club featured on the state website or in our state
newsletter? Send photo to Charlene and/or Monica. Tell us about

your club projects. Website: gfwc-ok.org  Facebook: GFWC Oklahoma




